
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : Wednesday, 17 June 2015 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU APPLAUDS PEACE INITIATIVES BY KZN AMAKHOSI TO END THE 

CONFLICT IN JOHANNESBURG  HOSTELS. 

 

THE KwaZulu-Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies Mchunu, has 

applauded as a “historic move” the initiative by a number of Amakhosi in the province to 

bring about peace in the conflict involving their subjects who are based in Johannesburg 

hostels. 

 

The move, blessed by His Majesty, King Goodwill Zwelithini, has seen several Amakhosi 

whose subjects -based at the Johannesburg hostels- involved in a bloody conflict, leading 

initiatives to bring about a lasting peace both at the hostels and in their traditional areas in 

KwaZulu-Natal. 

 

Well over 20 people have died in these conflicts involving people from KwaHlabisa, 

Mtubatuba, Nongoma, and Nquthu who are based in Johannesburg hostels. 

 

Some hostel inmates have been displaced from their accommodation at different hostels in 

Johannesburg. This conflict has escalated into other traditional communities in KwaZulu-

Natal and disrupted normal life in these areas. 

 

The initiative, backed by the Department of Community Safety and Liaison, involves 

Amakhosi visiting the warring hostels in Johannesburg where they meet Izinduna from 



hostels involved in conflict with a view of developing a programme for a lasting and 

sustained peace. 

 

Mchunu was yesterday was fully briefed by Amakhosi and departmental representatives on 

the progress made in bringing about peace and the way forward towards achieving this 

noble objective. 

 

He was told that while there were few challenges but there was a general consensus that all 

those involved in the conflict were now committed to working for peaceful co-existence both 

at the hostels in Johannesburg and in their respective traditional homes in KwaZulu-Natal. 

 

A ten-point agreement, which outlines the roadmap to a lasting peace, has been agreed 

upon and is set to culminate in the king addressing a huge imbizo in Johannesburg to seal 

the final peace deal. 

 

The ten point agreement, among others, seeks to remove all stumbling blocks towards 

achieving lasting peace, resettling those hostel inmates who had been displaced from their 

rooms during the conflict, setting up of structures to drive this process, visit to widows who 

lost their loved ones in this conflict, prepare for the cleansing ceremony and the final peace 

imbizo to be addressed by the king. 

 

Mchunu, at meeting held in Ulundi today (Wednesday, 17 June 2015) and chaired by 

uNdlunkulu of eMatheni- Queen Thabisile Patience Zulu- applauded this initiative sanctioned 

by the king and driven by amakhosi. 

 

“The government and the department support and back this initiative. We have 

already witnessed a huge success in a programme like this in eMatheni (Nongoma). 

This is a historic initiative by Amakhosi which is going to produce huge results and a 

lasting peace,” said Mchunu. 

 

He said while, as politicians, they could appeal for peace, but an initiative by amakhosi 

carried more weight and big influence to their subjects. 

 

“We support and back this initiative and offer the government and the department’s 

backing to ensure that it (the peace initiative) becomes a success and bring about a 

lasting peace,” he said, 



Several other meetings to solidify this initiative have been planned. The MEC and Amakhosi 

will now brief the king about the progress made so far in this initiative. 
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